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We are going to begin by saying that our views are based entirely on Archimandrite Nektarios'
interpretation of the Apocalypse to which we subscribe entirely, and that this article is only intended
to bring a little more clarification and understanding to what has already been said.
In his commentary, Archimandrite Nektarios talks about the beast (Rev 13:1) that has seven heads
and ten horns with crowns.
Rev 13:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of
blasphemy
About this, Archimandrite Nektarios says:
The beast’s heads doesn’t have crowns, but the crowns are on the horns instead of the
heads, which means the heads do not lead any more – because they do not wear crowns –
but the horns do. Horns are the 10 banks that are empowered to rule.
In our commentary we would like to focus our attention a little more on this beast and try to go into
a little bit more detail to see if we can better understand what it is.
Rev 17:8 The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit,
and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written
in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not,
and yet is.
Here is what Archimandrite Nektarios tells us:
The beast that you saw “was” the devil and now it is not. Why not any longer? Because
John sees the era after Christ’s resurrection when Satan was bound. Following the
Crucifixion and Resurrection devil was bound. And what does the Scriptures say? It will be
let free for a short period before the end, to appear again. Until then (the end) the beast will
have no power over the Christians unless we, through our sins, will again give it again this
power, by the appearance of Antichrist. Therefore, at some point “it will rise from the
depths”, and then forever will “go to perdition”.
Besides this correct interpretation, we can also observe another one, a very striking similarity with
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the events that have taken place in the world from the beginning of the 20th century. The verse
describes a beast that "was, and is not, and yet is". From the teaching of our Holy Fathers (and
which subject we covered extensively on our website) we also know that this "red beast of the
apocalypse" is the Communism which started in Russia and was designed to destroy the Orthodox
Church.
In Chapter 17, verses 3-4 we can read:
Rev 12:3-4 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having
seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of
the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which
was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.
This is without any doubt referring to the same beast as in Chapter 13 and 17, as Archimandrite
Nektarios also pointed out. This is the beast that was "cast down to Earth" and took the form of
Communism which started to persecute the Church and Her saints:
Rev 12:13-14 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman
which brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that
she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and
half a time, from the face of the serpent.
Rev 13:7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power
was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
Our Holy Fathers say that the restraint holding Satan bound (having limited powers) for a thousand
years (meaning for a long time, that is before the first and second coming of Christ) was taken
away with the murdering of the last Orthodox Emperor (since Constantine the Great), Tsar Nicolai
II, which happened around the time Communism took over in Russia.
This "red beast", the Communism, started to persecute the Orthodox Church but She was "given
two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness" where she would be protected for
a while. This, in the understanding of the Holy Fathers was, the establishing of ROCOR outside
Russia and The Catacomb Church inside Russia as the true two Churches that would carry on the
true faith, away from the reach of this beast, which had already devoured Moscow Patriarchate
through Metropolitan Sergius' betrayal - please see our previous article on this subject.
As a result of this war on the Church and the Saints, many Holy Martyrs, confessors of the true
Church of Christ died in the Orthodox countries in Eastern Europe that fell under the rule of this
beast.
The second clue we are going to use in our assertion is Elder's Ignatius prophecy who said that
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what started in Russia will end in America, meaning Communism.
And now let us get back the original question: what is the beast that "was, and is not, and yet is"?
We know that the Communism fell in 1989, that it ended in 1989. That means the beast that was,
and now is not, it has disappeared. But according to the prophecy, the Communism will return into
the world, in America, in the West. That now becomes the beast that was, and disappeared, and
reappears - in fact it already has - look at what is happening in the West today!
In other world, the beast "disappeared" for a little while only to regroup and rethink its strategy, and
then follow The Church where She sought refuge (in the West), in order to destroy Her. Verse 17 in
Chapter 12 testifies for this:
Rev 12:17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of
her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
Let us now focus on the harlot of the Apocalypse ...
Also, very important, who is the Dragon of the Apocalypse?
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